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Antoinette, and it need hardly be said that neither of them
looked with favour on the rapid progress of the Revolution in
France. It was alleged that their envoy at Constantinople,
Ludolf, had advised the Sultan not to receive Huguet de Semon-
ville, who had been nominated as ambassador of the French
Republic to the Porte, and on this pretest the squadron of
Latouche-Treville was despatched to Naples. He anchored in
the bay on December 16, in spite of the protests of Acton, the
prime minister, and the timid court- of Naples at once gave in
and promised to recall Ludolf, and to make a formal apology to
the French Republic Far less successful was the expedition
to Sardinia, undertaken by Truguet and Latouche-Tr6ville in
January, 1793. The Convention, full of its belief that all
foreign countries wished to be delivered from their monarchs,
decided to assist the Sardinians in winning their liberty. For
this purpose the French Mediterranean fleet was ordered to
carry about five thousand volunteers from Marseilles and the
neighbouring towns to Cagliari, where they expected a cordial
welcome. They were much deceived The sailors and volun-
teers, by their turbulent conduct at Ajaccio, offended the people
of Corsica, and when, instead of being welcomed, they were
violently opposed when they attempted to land in Sardinia,
the volunteers made no pretence of fighting, and the badly
conceived and badly carried out expedition utterly failed.1
Rear-Admiral Truguet was at once summoned to Paris, and it
was fortunate for him that it was in the month of January,
1793, and not during the Reign of Terror, that his expedition
had failed. He was succeeded in the command of the Mediter-
ranean fleet by Trogoff de Kerlessi, the former friend of the
municipality of Brest, who had since been promoted to the
rank of rear-admiral, and during the spring and summer of
1793 discipline was conspicuous by its absence on board the
ships of the republican navy stationed at Toulon2 The

1  Chevalier, Histoire de la Marine Frangaise, pp. 41-46 ; Les Eiiolu-
tionnaires et VExpeditwn de Sardaigne, 1792-93, by A. Guasco, in the
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